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This verse is a reminder of where our hope lies. It is not in humans, our
power or strength, or even ourselves. Our hope lies in God, our creator and
of heaven and earth. Despite the worldly issues or concerns that are out t
we can be convinced that someone bigger is at work. What might look li
disappointment or a setback may be the very workings of Hope in my life, you
v SZ o]( }( D I/X ,}%]vP ]Jv §Z >}E ] A% YVP
Z 0% pe S} ] }A o]([* ]*SE Y}ve v ]8 po
CU v} u© E AZ S ] P}]JvP }v E}puv peU E u u
He was in control 2000 years ago when Mary and Joseph were forced to
Bethlehem, and Jesus was born with the animals, and shepherds came to vis - )
u®© & SZ JE& pues v U ]« KW o0]A ¢ Jve] peX T JemE G P
preparing us for the eternal glory that will far outweigh them all. I'pray that yoy Jenniter Kiippenstein
will join me on this journey with the only ONE who is able to provide Hope to qterim Teaching Principal
broken world through His saving grace.
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EIGHT-STORY CATCH UP
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CHRISTIAN LIFE RETREAT

At the end of September, MCI students

v 3§ + Vi}C SZE C E S«
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Life Retreat. This is an important event for

tuupv]SC plJo JvPU ( 1SZ A %0
at the beginning of the school year. This year’s
speaker was Kellin Friesen from Winkler Bible
Camp, who spoke to the group on how God
is with us in all circumstances, focusing on 4
examples from the Bible; Daniel and the lions
den, David and Goliath, Job, and the disciples
and Jesus in the boat on a stormy sea. When
they weren’t in student-led worship sessions,
MCI students were playing board games,
ping pong, kayaking on the lake, playing
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whiteshell.

BLUES ATHLETICS

This fall, MCI athletes were on the pitch and volleyball court.
For the 3rd year, MCI entered a co-ed soccer team in the Boy,
division. Wes Hamm coached the team, who had a wide rangg
of skill and experience. The team gave their all on the pitch ang
I %o 3 %o }e]YA «Su SZE}uPZ}pus 8z o

v ']JCEoe s}oo C 00 }SZ Z P}} ¢ e}ve
the girls being a thrilling down two-sets-to-zero comeback win
against EIm Creek. Coached by Toby Wiens, the team had f

}SZ }v v }+ 8Z }JHuES t]v op JVP % E VE
took it all in stride.
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played. Coaches Jaime Falk and Meghan Funk said the suikas
the girls were able to show each other on the court and from [
the bench was really encouraging. :
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SOUP & PIE & FALL CONCERT

On November 3rd, the gym was full of people and the
wonderful scent of hot soup and fresh pie for MClI's

VVH 0 "Yu% ~ W] J L E « EAJVP E}y
supper, we moved into Buhler Hall to enjoy a concert
of MCI’s choirs and vocal jazz ensembles. The Winkler
Senior Choir joined our Concert Choir for three pieces,
Azl z A - U}AJvP Je%o0 C }( $Z ]v
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possible. Through the event, over $50,000 was raised
Jv }v Y}veld

ORANGE BENCH PROJE

In November, MCI was host to an orange bench as part of
The Orange Bench ProjeCE}u ~8 %o d}A E Z ™5
Altona. The bench came with stories from local Indigenous
% }%0 U v ]e u vsS S} v JVA]S Y}v s}
the stories, and learn, as listening and learning are srgall
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beginning of the month to explain the project and sha
8Z ]E % Ee}v o }vv Y}v 8} }v }(8Z
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listening, learning and having the orange bench on ¢
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SPIRIT WEEK

Students looking for loopholes in MCI's dress code
policy need look no further than Spirit Week! This
fall the week was organized by the Campus Life

Jjuul]© U AZ} Z oo VvP Z PE 5
against each other to see which grade could have the
U}e3 % EY ]% vie }JA E 3Z IJuE- }

CU 3 + E }E Z}A u vC «3p vse (
% EY ]% 3 v $§3Z v }( %z A I
were victorious. Their prize? A regular school day out
of uniform. We look forward to the next Spirit Week in
second semester.




CHRISTMAS BANQUET

Our students - and the Buhler Hall foyer - were dressd
to the nines for the annual Christmas Banquet! Th
theme was “A New York Christmas,” with decor an
upge] S} u s Z SZ ¢ «vPX ~Su vSse
« EA o] J}pe u o u C IHE
served by dorm deans and volunteering parents. B

stage ranged from impressive to hilarious and werg
always met with uproarious applause! The evenin

% % }+ ]Jv v v EP Y vV %o
foyer. It was a great way to celebrate together as
community and most of all, have a lot of fun! Than
Clu 8} sz U%o pe >]( juu]© U

JEU *8 + VvV % E vS Alopvs E-
evening!

CHRISTMAS CARDS FOR SENIORS

For the second year in a row, MCI students spent
*}u Z % o Yu E YVP ZE]*3u
the residents at the Gardens on Tenth, a senior
living facility in Altona. A group of students then
spread some Christmas cheer, delivering the cards
§} §Z iii= @& ] vSeX t E SZ vi(
}%0 %} ESUV]Y © 8} % ESv E A]S3Z o}
%OGE}A] tUE -éu vSe A]éZ } %0 %o } (E
their neighbours and local community in a hands-on
way!

CHRISTMAS CONCER @

To close out the calendar year we gathered
Buhler Hall for MCI's annual Christmas Conce
Our choirs put on an impressive display, includi
a carol medley featuring a string quartet of alum
and alumni family members. The highlight of thes
evening, was, as always, the choir of students, s
alumni, parents and friends of MCI singiDgr R,
Friedensflurstand The Hallelujah Chorust is a
Alv E(po SE ]JY}v s}l % C G
see so many recent grads come out to listen, si
v *$C 08 L EAE-. 35} Al
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MCI CLASS REUNIONS

CLASS OR980
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in Altona park to celebrate 4
C Ee ¢]Jv PE pup Vv

Highlights included folks coming

(Elu « (E -+ E]VY 4N
(Ken Driedger and Dave Baer
and Denver (Steve Falk). A43-yea
old ‘bag’ uniform was fashione
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(Ken).

We enjoyed brunch in Altona an
pizza in the park later. A tour o 329
D/ ]Jv 82 L Ev}}v Z
reminiscing. Can you recognize us?

Margaret Redekop gathered material stash from recently deceased Liz Hiebert (nee Loewen) and made 5 blank
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MCI CLASS REUNIONS

CLASS OR973
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these, four have died: Florence Klassen, Dane Friesen, Bob Sawatzky and George Harms.

KLE A v]vP ]Jv op Z E]JvP JE o U wuu}E Jo] 8 oU Jvv E up] (E
1+ & HE]VP ]Jvv E&X ,]JPZo]PZSe Jv op (pvvC *S}E] » }pusS ( A}pE]s 8
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the group photo.
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i 6 A OTNis year is a BIG reunion year for you!
Contact MCI to assist in planning your reunion gathering.

Give us a call &#04-327-589Dbr emailalumni@mciblues.net

WZ}&} (E}u D /[* (668 C
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YOUTH ORBIT CONFERENCE

A WEEKEND OF FAITH, FUN, & COMMUNITY BUILDING

“Be strong. Take courage. Don’t be intimidated. Don’t give them a second thought because God, your
God, is striding ahead of you. He’s right there with you. He won’t let you down; he won’t leave you.”

- Deuteronomy 31:6

Youth Orbit ‘24 marked another smashing success for MGlvA E+ Y}veU o0 pPZ3 EGU v P vy]
dZ]e vvp o Av3U Z o Jv:vu ECU A AV OoCVNAPEUI%B 3§ }v §Z o0]A « )
youth from across Southern MB. YO is a 2-day conference _ _

(JE & ve Jv 'E 6 $ZE}uPz i1 v IAJo@s @thqgtzs@/i!]qgothatg\ge couldn’t have done

E Z }EU % ]35C }v P vl dz]e trsev nlzwﬂhgvgqj;t ?/I\'b?s; v@unteers and support
MCI demonstrated its purpose of providing a space whé&eour MCI families. Many hours of prayer, work and
youth can deepen their faith, make new friendships, createe & % & Y}v P} Jvs} §Z « A vSe v

moments of learning and growth, all while having wild fgnow that we have an army of support behind us.
on our campus. Thank you! The energy from Youth Orbit may fade but

§Z % ]E]Sp 0 ¢ ¢ %0 v3 AJoo Z /
A highlight for many was the powerful worship services I6bd will use it for powerful things, and we celebrate
by Jenny Franz and the Bread We Break band. The imffabpportunity to serve in this way.
of these sessions was evident and deeply moving. Students . . . .
$1} Yu (JE % E C E A]sz 3§z} E}f¥¢ sz Gu sZé}i_vz}dpsanéKCE ISuCzZ A
spaces to pour out their hearts independently or Sim%@lloons popped (or hidden throughout the school!)
watched and experienced the moment. The event serv@@rms cleaned and the games all put away. However,
e SUEV]VP %}]vs (}JE u vC nY (po '_}Urta@\u Xy wlvP E-W "tZ v v
speaker Connor Gerbrandt, from Anchor Point ChuR@in?” Stay tuned...we Can't wait to get started.
in Winnipeg, delivered powerful messages that sparked “
uY(po @ G Yiv v 00 JE % & P]%z‘%:%f’z %}‘4 \//'\“/D "8+ v W E
theme of “God Calling” created an environment of self & ol ~7Zi v / E vSe z}usSZ KGE
E G Y}v v }o & Z]JvPX D VC }(8Z C}u8Z «Z E 3Z §
§Z C (08 *YEE]|VP }( (182 ]vv AA
God’s calling on their lives personally. | heard it whisper
" v Gl o] A 8Z]e e % ES }( IUE -
experience.

'

The halls were not only physicgally full but also buzzing wit_
* ve }( JuupvlSGU i}CU v (v (JE ¢
YA]Y U ]Jv op JvP §Z A]Jo oC +pn @8
and late-night volleyball in the gym, fostered a sense &8
unity among the youth. The environment encouraged op__



www.mciblues.net/youth-orbit

WORKSHOP WEDNESDAYS

Opportunities for Co-Curricular Learning at MCI

t ve Ce 0}}I 0]©o0 ]+ €& vs “YeDknow}wat not all learning takes place in

}oo P] § /veY3pud 35Z]e (0o AZ v tB&Z classtdgm,” Zsays$ fterim principal Jennifer
}%0 % }ESUV]EC 3} }+ E 3p vSe JNo®mB®]ved X "UYE]SCA}EI+Z} % %o E
}%o0 Y }veX Z t ve C L Ev}lv (Y& stupdatsAo learn new skills, give back to the
3pu vs3e AJA SE ]Y}v o o0 ++ ¢ gomn@nity, anddve deeper into interests that they
workshop they signed up for based on their interests. already have a passion for.”

Students were presented with a variety of workshopNorkshop Wednesdays was a great way for MCI
}% Y}veU o C D/ 5 + v A}ostglentt -t cooneatvhith the wider community
parents, and guest instructors, including: while learning new skills. Students in the set design
. workshop designed, built and took down sets for a
{ WZ}SIPE %ZC ~ EV] >} %% I|ICUY»Sot s dd Ju% vGC[s % E} p Y}v
. . Students in the agriculture workshop visited local
{ Agriculture (Cody Falk, ‘03 & MCI parent) (Eus §} 0 Ev (E}u §Z |E ]+ E v
{ Kus }}JE p Y}v-D O WS E-U H4. IS JIE p Y}v PE}IU% %us sZ
% E Y U v LE . A A le }( SE]%
{ }E 'u E Y}v ~*Jul}v z uU D mahdgement, and skill development embarked on
_ o _ _ *SUu VvSr% o vv Z]l Jv §Z W u ]v
{ Set Design and Building (Charles Klippenstein) g |ocal adventure tour agency,Jo Eo v A ES
{
{
{
{

. . <1 .i1,CAMpany }Av V }% E & C D/ o}
] o &S ~:}ov &E] vrnhs} Iupg}e&%)+

Bouldering (Dominic & Theo Enns, MCI Students) L E &7

U e }( 8Z (00 § EuU
slopvd EJvP & 'E 3v o u v aarotherzhlogk of co-curricular workshops in the
second semester with new subjects and instructors.
t})E*Z]% Vv ~ Z E <o e+« vU Z07Knowiogal algmoi Mithzkid sets to share? Encourage
& MCI parent) them to contact the school and lead a workshop!

dz ~§8 plo JvP " ]PV PE}u% [%o0 C]vE
dZ PE}U% o Ev Z}A S} pe S  +]Pv oH
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The Agriculture group learning from instructor Cody Falk durin
Ale]S 8§} Z]e ( Bu ~Z+X
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ALUMNI NEWS & UPDATES

Do you have news to share? Email alumni@mciblues.net to be featured!

Lz ) *

Caspiarn Frank Doerkéemas born o
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Ira Derksen.

Derksen. He is the younger brother
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younger sister to Jack Thiessen.

I Briénna “Bri” Epp Thiessewas born
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Bringing Tomorrow's Technology Today!
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UPCOMING EVENTS

JUNE

MCI MUSICAL
THE PIRATES OF PENZANCE SAENGERFEST MCI GOLF CLASSIC

Join us in Buhler Hall for MCl's 2024} v pe ]v o & YVP D /[2}E]®& ]ZA(E o 8} D /[* ii8Z "
musical,dZ W]E& § - }(! S¥ows history. The morning worship servicat Minnewasta Golf and Country Club
E § OWIil %u V]PZ30CU|*A]EZiWui Yu (}ooA C irv Mdrde®, WiBW Stay tuned for details
§ TWIii %u }v D & Z 0SZénced fedturingBMCI's choirs at 2:00 }us E P]*SE Yiv
available at www.mciblues.net or by%ouX t o}}l (JEA & 3} Z}+YVP C}u v
00]vP ~Ti0e i116rAd6oiX worshiping together again!
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https://mciblues.net/9th-annual-golf-classic/

FINANCIAL UPDATE CORNER

“And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.”

— Colossians 3:14

dz D/ }E® }( ]E S}Ee }vYvp e« §} EPEI}SEPA.VEV ] 0 }uu]Su vSX /v Vv}SZ (
the goals expressed in MCl's 2023-2025 Strategic PlaRE v u}sZ &G v D/ opuU L E } « EA]vV
Renewed Hope for the Future (available on MCI'senewed involvement and growing leadership in the local
website). We shared_our progress at the Annual Generahurch, expressed hope that the school would be there for
D YVP Jv E}A u & v ]Jv }JuE vvp marﬁEo%he}GErBIdme}\ dnd@randchildren who need to be
Society churches. Here are a few recent highlights: VUESUE v ZE]*Y v ¢ Z}}0o }luupv]SCX

{ Finances:dZ }V}E A 0}%u v3 }uu]@deddAt]chirch depends on the leadership from younger
Z 0% @& ]+ "01iUIIT Jv }v Y}ve VP % OE W}viA dZ E}uPZ}pus 18« iiArGC & Z]-
(JLETUIVEZ % E]} Jv 117U }vVYvpw EUAIEN PoU <} ] oU v 3Z }o}P] c

we enter 2024. We are now halfway through ourhas consistently met those challenges and, in doing so,
MHEE v .« 0o C E®U v A E BA v 05} @ HIWESC Z 0% |VP S} ¢ S %o}e

that our expenses are lower compared to last year, « A %o ¢e SZE}UPZ SZ]e HUEE VS Yu }(
currently tracking close to budgeted amounts. Our(}E& }vYvu p% %} ES (E tu ZuE Z U«
lower enrollment means reduced income fromsSZ < Z}}oX v 0 § pe "% usS }v o}A _ ~ }o

$u]Y}v v P}A GEvu v8 PE vseU }SmeoAMﬁbs nﬁss]wntﬁged”@r
v JuE }VvIE e (}J&E *]PVv]. VS %o} é_l uE
E Avu X KHE PEE vS % E}i Y} Be]oreg;lps gAl wam] wa@ngounce that Jennifer Klippenstein,
% % E}ALA]Uu S 0C v ]YIv o “iiiUkeri (Ee]aghm \PriaEcipal, and the MCI Board have decided
S} u 8§ A% 3 E% Ve o §Z] .+ 5@ w &P }u S} e € Z (}JE %0 (E
‘Hv iieX D}e8 % }%0 A & P Elegder fpv M@I Onsbzah]aljzof the Board, we express our deep
-u%o%o}GEs }( 8Z <+ Z}}o A]8Z }v YIRE YIHE %c}o PVi( € (JE *S5 %% ]vP JvS}
(}E (USPHE }v YiveX dZ]e %o]e]é |\CP M@pgsu X ~lv. § IJvP }v §Z &}
astonishing and humbling! she has demonstrated courage, a passion for the school and
its students, and a prayerful and steadfast reliance on God'’s
{ Enrollment: With the help of many dedicated faithfulness as she navigated many challenges. We are very
volunteers, MCI revived Youth Orbit in March 2023°leased that Jennifer plans to stay at MCI, returning to the
and held a second Youth Orbit in January 2024. Both© “GE}}U AZ GE *Z Vv Uu}lE (uooC pYoll

Avse ©OE & YA E (il *8u v8eX /% L }J $0C A]8Z +3u v8eX dZ )
renewed interest in the school generated from thosethe search proce S we invite your prayers for wisdom and
events. discernment.

{ _n Y}v o A& TDw BoaM convened a new v szvzPpPz&U }E

Alouvs & H Yiv o Av uvs 3 1

} A& ulv \Y vZ v D /[ HoY}

S ]
Check out their report in this issue of CrossRoads.

{ ~s1Z}o & vP Wih W&Whelp of the 1
W E vS§ Al]*}EC }uul]®© U D/ zZpg
community-oriented events that have successfullys
brought people onto campus. We have also hear¢

oo 8} .v VAACe3} ErvP P A;‘

Reaching out to stakeholders has led to many meaningf

}vACE YiveXt ZA Z & Z &z o]

tus SZ Z}}o[ %o } ]YA Ju%e SeX
Z}A MHEE vS *Sp vs A+ v .YVP
Biblical teaching and caring community as follows: “I
that is what is happening at the school now, | want to bé
% ES }( ]S V *U%%}ES SZ < Z}}(

soon followed. lv 87 v ZE ~i666°U Z Zo ZP ZE ~vX
3 . § o & ~1iffeU ZP ZE ~1i11*U A u Z P ZC
V}SZ @ JvA E+ Y}v A]SZ +}u v Az} 118" 18pu-Y tgzu]év CWSEE ~UEE v§ +3p

in recent contact with the school resulted in a generous
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EDUCATION COMMITTEE

New Educational Advancement Committee (EAC): Read all about it!

The 2023-2025 Renewed Hope for the Future Strategic {dz }® Z]E& ~+ A }8 ]} ~:}v §

Wo v Z]PZo]PZSe §Z Ju% }ES Vv Z}( u Yiv o

excellence, building on MCI’s performing arts strengths,d S Jv OH « & A] AJvP D /[+ E]-

v o0 A E P]J]VP A oorE}pv W Y}V%WCE/E%SECEIUV Ve ]2 (CJvP v A & ]S }%
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(Barb Kehler, Karla Fehr, Jolene Friesen-Stoesz,

and Chris Enns)
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https://www.accesscu.ca/Personal/
https://gallerywealth.ca/
https://goldenwest.ca/
https://www.pioneermeat.ca/
https://business.shopaltona.com/list/member/rhm-financial-81

DONOR DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
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Renewed Hope for the Future Strategic Plan. of the board.

dz Jvl]Y o uv § }{

§Z juul© By EZ]Jokep V N v E t] ~i060U

raise $500,000 to cover expenses in the 2022-23 1660+ U A ZPZE& ~i6oo-U ,]o ]

-oQCEXqun

iTU §Z }uu p@nleyZ(ehIéE aarb Kehler, and board member Wil Epp.

}A(E oiiulIil Jv *Z VvV (USHE %0 P X Z]e
}Ju%o0]*Zu v§ A+ E]Y o Jv §Z } & [eu u]]o@]}v C & < Zo EBU }uu]c

to keep MCI open.
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A Stookie Sustainer is a Stookie (MCI Alum) who commits to monthly
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Alumni and friends of all ages are welcome to become a Stookie Sustainer
for the monthly amount that best suits their personal budget.

Become a Stookie Sustainer or increase your monthly giving and receive an
MCI t-shirt as a thank-you!
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http://www.mciblues.net/donate-now
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/16651
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